
Intense weather events and drought caused by climate destabilization will
increasingly impact the productivity of local agricultural lands, which further affects
our agricultural economy and the physical and mental health of members of our
community. Whether a threat to the livelihood of farmers, or to the health and access
of our more vulnerable populations, climate change will impact our community
resilience in all forms.
 
In the last 30 years Lawrence has experienced:

4 of the 10 hottest summers dating back to 1893, but none of the 10 coolest
summers.
During heat waves there were higher average temperatures, a higher heat index,
and hotter nights.
Increase in number of days with extreme rainfall.

 
The residents of Lawrence will experience the direct health effects of these extreme
weather events, including heat stroke, respiratory disease, and drowning. We also
know that the social determinants of health, like access to transportation, safe and
affordable housing, economic stability, and education will be impacted by extreme
heat and flooding, which will have an effect on the physical and mental health of the
community.  As demonstrated by the Health Equity report, published by the
Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department, there are already severe health
inequities in the community, and the populations who experience the most health
inequities face disproportionately negative consequences and unequal harms to
health due to extreme weather and the cascading effects of climate change.
 
The City of Lawrence will be involved in the creation of an updated climate plan in
2020, in partnership with the community. The plan will address how the community
can adapt to the extreme weather changes we are already experiencing, and the
plan will set a deliberate course for the future to reduce our community’s contribution
to climate change.  Signing this declaration affirms the City of Lawrence’s
commitment to take action on climate change issues now and into the future, and
signifies a responsibility to community health and wellbeing.


